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schwarz@winnefox.org

• What it is

• How you can use it
Know 
more

• Personal account

• Library account

Know 
how

• Promote your library

• Borrow great ideas

Get 
inspired

What do you 
want to know?

But first, 
some 
vocabulary

pin
an image or a video 
you add to Pinterest

board or 
pinboard

where you organize your pins 
by topic

public or private (“secret”)

can be individual or collaborative
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Pin It bookmarklet
pin an image from any website
shortcut on your web browser toolbar; no need to go to Pinterest to pin

automagically grabs the source link to credit the original creator

get it on Pinterest’s Goodies page http://about.pinterest.com/goodies/
and drag to your browser toolbar

follow a pinner and their 
pins show up in your 
home feed

follow all their boards, or 
just the boards you like

p.s. when you unfollow, 
nobody gets notified

follow / unfollow

home feed
pins from pinners and boards you 
follow

updated every time someone you 
follow adds a pin

it’s what you see when you go to 
http://pinterest.com/

What is
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visual
• images
• video

social
• comments
• follow

bookmarks
• tag
• organize

So you can …

 get inspiration for displays, crafts, 
programs
pinterest.com/dawnkrause/fizzboomread/

 collaborate with co-workers or 
colleagues on projects
pinterest.com/heather_booth/teen-
programming-in-libraries-a-collaborative
pinterest.com/joyschwarz/tech-ideas-for-
conferences/

Why create a Pinterest account?

Why create an account for your library? 

So you can pin …

 cover art of books, DVDs, eBooks
 newly-added materials
 event posters / flyers for programs & events
 video tutorials for OverDrive, BadgerLink
 YouTube videos, Flickr photos
 items for sale in the Friends bookstore
 digitized collections of local history photos

… and make it easier to discover the
great stuff your library offers

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMi1lZWRhMzkyOGIwODhjNTI1
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How to create your library’s account

1. Go to http://business.pinterest.com/
2. Click “New to Pinterest? Join as a business” link
3. Fill out the https://pinterest.com/business/create/ form

See also: Pinterest Help Center: Set up Your Business Account
https://help.pinterest.com/entries/22362083-Set-up-your-business-account

How to convert a personal account

1. click on “Convert your existing account”
2. log in to your existing personal account
3. follow the steps to complete the process

Note: once you convert your personal account to a business 
account, you will not be able to revert back to a personal account. 

See also: Pinterest Help Center: Set up Your Business Account
https://help.pinterest.com/entries/22362083-Set-up-your-business-account

Tip: embed a widget on your 
library’s website to invite people 
to follow your boards

Set it up at
http://business.pinterest.com/wi
dget-builder/#do_embed_board

This image cannot currently be displayed.

How will they find your library’s pins?
Tips for naming boards

fun
user-centered, not
service-centered

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMy01ZGRiYjU4MDJkMjk5YzFj

Create an account
http://www.pinterest.com/

~ or ~

Review your account settings
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Install the Pin It bookmarklet

~ or ~

Install the Pinterest app

Create a new board:

Workshop – Lisa
Workshop – Kelly
Workshop – Keetra

Pin something:

Cover art from the catalog
catalog.winnefox.org

• edit
• mark

Image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMi00ZWZhZmM1Zjg3YmFjYmEz

Submit the URL (link) of your 
new Workshop – Name board:

TinyURL.com/pinit-ripon

On the results page…

1. Click my board’s link
2. Follow that board
3. Click a colleague’s link
4. Follow that board (or all)
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• Invite someone to 
collaborate

• Accept the invitation to 
collaborate

• Pin on a collaborative board

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMi01NWM1MzJlYmVjOTdjNWJh

• Like a pin

• Comment on a pin

• Re-pin a pin

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMy01ZGRiYjU4MDJkMjk5YzFj

image source: http://www.someecards.com/workplace-cards/pinterest-marketing-business-advertising-funny-ecard

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMi1mYzM0NWVlOWU5ZWRjNTk2
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Fresh, fun and relevant: 
1. Rearrange boards
2. Choose a new cover image
3. Review pins’ links and edit boards
4. Delete boards

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMy04ZjAwZTAxMGU0N2NlYmRl

• Embed a widget
• Selectively post best pins on Facebook

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMy1kOWQwODU4MWVhYTQ4OWY3

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMi1hYzc5N2VlNDNmMzM1ZDQw

image source: http://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/MjAxMi01YzMxMTE4MzkzNTcxOGY4

Tips for naming boards

fun
user-centered, not
service-centered

www.pinterest.com/joyschwarz/image-generators


